
Following a stop in Cairns, Australia, HMCS 

Vancouver visited the beautiful island of Fiji. The 

ship came alongside the capital city of Suva. This 

five-day visit to Fiji’s economic hub represents 

another of our global engagement visits as part of 

OP PROJECTION.  

Despite only being alongside Suva for less 

than a week, HMCS Vancouver and her crew ac-

complished the tasks assigned to them, and more. 

As with our previous visits to Hong Kong, Singa-

pore, and Cairns, the ship hosted a successful 

evening reception on our flight deck which was 

attended by many important government officials, 

UN representatives, and regional diplomatic rep-

resentatives. Of note, the Canadian High Commis-

sioner to Fiji was in attendance that evening; he 

was very pleased with our crew’s ability to act as 

ambassadors for Canada, and noted that sailors 

make for great diplomats. 

 

The Fiji port visit wasn’t without it’s fair share 

confusion and drama. Space for ships alongside 

Fiji’s economic hub was very limited, and HMCS 

Vancouver was forced to leave our assigned posi-

tion on the jetty early and come to anchor in Su-

va’s harbour for the last two days of the visit. 

 

 

Arguably, our most rewarding engagement while 

in Fiji was an outreach event that was organized by 

PO1 Rownd. Approximately 60 members of the crew 

participated in this outreach in order to help an or-

ganization in Fiji called Homes for Hope. This organi-

zation provides safe lodgings, counselling, and sup-

port for women in Fiji who’ve been sexually exploited 

in some manner. The group from HMCS Vancouver 

who volunteered their time and effort towards the 

program accomplished a great deal in a very short 

timeframe. This work included repainting an entire 

dormitory, clearing a significant chunk of jungle in 

order to make space for a new building, and refur-

bishing a decaying rooftop. The residents of the pro-

gram were extremely grateful for our support.  

After departing Fiji, we met up with HMAS Ade-

laide, HMAS Melbourne, HMAS Success, HMNZS Te 

Mana, and HMAS Toowoomba in order to transit in 

formation on route to Hawaii. As a Task Group, we 

practiced manoeuvring, conducted replenishments at 

sea, and performed various exercises in preparation 

for RIMPAC 2018. OP PROJECTION is now at an end; 

the crew has accomplished her mission. Now, HMCS 

Vancouver finds herself making the final preparations 

for it’s participation in RIMPAC, and we now find 

ourselves back in Pearl Harbor for a well-deserved 

break before this world-renowned joint naval exercise 

begins.  
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