
HMCS Vancouver has had a busy winter pro-

gramme preparing for her refit and taking part in 

other events. 

 In February Vancouver once again hosted the 

crew of Rogers Hometown Hockey along with Ron 

McLean and Don Cherry. This was a continuation of 

their filming at CFB Esquimalt for the February 17 

episode, which included footage from a day sail in 

Vancouver from this past September where they expe-

rienced life at sea. Members of the ship’s company 

met with the hosts of Hometown Hockey and cele-

brated the parallels of hockey and Navy life. In the 

afternoon Hometown Hockey had its mobile studio 

set up at CFB Esquimalt for a live broadcast of Hock-

ey Night in Canada that evening. The sailors’ enthu-

siasm, which was noted by the show’s producers, 

contributed greatly to the success of this event and 

was a great way to showcase the RCN to Canadians. 

In late February the ship’s company, including 

the Commanding Officer, participated in sails on the 

ORCA-class training vessels. These sails were in sup-

port of the Naval Warfare Officer training program. 

The Core Skills Phase provided critical skill-building 

for the Fleet’s newest generation of Naval Warfare 

Officers, including basic ship-handling and contact 

avoidance. Two weeks of sailing around the Gulf Is-

lands, the Strait of Georgia, and in the vicinity of 

Vancouver provided numerous scenarios to test the 

students’ skills and opportunities for Vancouver’s 

crew to mentor them. 

In March six of Vancouver’s members sailed in 

HMNZS Te Mana, an ANZAC-class frigate, during 

her sail from Hawaii to Esquimalt. Being able to sail 

with another Commonwealth navy offered our ship’s 

sailors the opportunity to compare and contrast oper-

ating procedures. Te Mana’s welcoming and profes-

sional environment fostered friendships and contacts 

that both ships will build upon as they commence 

their respective work periods alongside one another. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As Vancouver prepares to enter her extended refit 

period, the crew is shifting focus from a busy sailing 

schedule to professional development and training, 

while offering support in various capacities to the 

other ships in the Pacific Fleet.  
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